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PRIVATE MEMBERS� BUSINESS � WEDNESDAY, 10 JUNE 2009 
Standing Orders Suspension � Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [12.16 pm]: I move � 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members� business to 
have priority from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 10 June 2009. 

I have discussed this motion with the manager of opposition business and he indicated it is acceptable. We are 
happy to do this because we are sitting late tonight and we sat late last night, because the priority of this 
government and the Parliament is to pass the money bills�the appropriation bills and the Loan Bill. I am 
grateful for the cooperation of the manager of opposition business and I am sure he will have something to say 
about the time allocated to private members� business, which is also something that we discussed, and I am 
happy to assist in any way I can.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.17 pm]: In my capacity as manager of opposition business I have had 
discussions with the Leader of the House in the spirit of bipartisanship that has pervaded this place this week. He 
and I have got on famously well today in deciding the course of business. I received a letter from the Leader of 
the House last week in which he indicated that private members� business would be truncated by an hour. We 
agree to that because we also want the Loan Bill and the appropriation bills dealt with this week.  

The agreement that we reached is to reduce the time for private members� business by an hour. We will proceed 
with the initial motion to which I referred about the closure of, or failure to open, police stations, followed by 
debate on the legislation moved by the member for Mindarie. We hope to get both matters dealt with, if possible, 
today. Certainly the initial motion on police stations will be dealt with within the first hour to one hour and 15 
minutes of private members� business, leaving 45 minutes for debate on the member for Mindarie�s legislation. 
We hope to get the Loan Bill through this place today and conclude the appropriation bills tomorrow. In view of 
the late nights that we have been enjoying, we will head home at the conclusion of that. That is our 
understanding of the arrangement that has been reached. I think the member for Alfred Cove might have a few 
words to say about this or other issues.  

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.19 pm]: Obviously the legislation before the house this week is very 
important and needs to be passed. I am disappointed that something has not been done to date to look at the 
sitting hours so that when we have weeks like this, we do not have to sit late.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The sitting hours in other Australian Parliaments such as New South Wales are from 
1.00 pm to 7.30 pm on Tuesday; 10.00 am to 7.30 pm on Wednesday; 10.00 am to 6.30 pm on Thursday; and 
10.00 am to 3.00 pm on Friday.  

Mr M.P. Murray: Another day for country people to be away from home!  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: In South Australia the sitting hours are 11.00 am to 7.00 pm on Tuesday; 11.00 am to 
7.00 pm on Wednesday; and 10.00 am to 6.00 pm on Thursday. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Why don�t we work Saturdays and Sundays? 

The SPEAKER: I am sure that some people in this place might share the member for Collie-Preston�s 
sentiments, but I would prefer to be able to hear the member for Alfred Cove and what she is proposing. I 
suggest that the member might want to do the same thing. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: In Tasmania, the Parliament sits from 10.00 am to 7.00 pm on a Tuesday, from 
10.00 am to 7.00 pm on a Wednesday, and from 10.00 am to 7.00 pm on a Thursday. I had hoped to discuss this 
matter this week as part of private members� business. As the time for private members� business is being 
curtailed this week, I hope that this matter will be on the agenda next week. My request was for sitting hours to 
be reviewed by the Procedure and Privileges Committee and for it to report back to Parliament after the break. 
When this motion is debated, it could take 10 or 15 minutes at the most if there is support across the floor of the 
chamber. That would give all members�I understand the position of the member for Collie-Preston�an 
opportunity to put submissions before that committee dealing with both their electorate responsibilities and their 
responsibilities as members of Parliament. If the matter cannot be debated this week, and if there is not time 
under government business tomorrow to debate the sitting hours, I hope that the government will look at this 
matter next week so that next week it can hopefully support the recommendation to send the matter to a 
committee. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 10 June 2009] 

 p4807c-4809a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Mark McGowan; Dr Janet Woollard 

 [2] 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [12.21 pm] � in reply: I once again thank the 
manager of opposition business for his cooperation today. I appreciate it very much. Certainly, the bills that it is 
essential to get through the house this week are the Loan Bill and the appropriation bills. The manager of 
opposition business has assured me that the opposition will work with the government to get those bills through 
the house by close of business tomorrow. If it is a little earlier, that would be great, because nobody in this house 
likes sitting late�not just the member for Alfred Cove. I think somebody might be told off now, because it is a 
cardinal sin in this house for a member to allow his or her mobile phone to go off. I think I will have to deal with 
the member for Mindarie if the Speaker does not! 

I will deal with the comments of the member for Alfred Cove. She has put a request to me to try to give up some 
government time to debate this motion. I have said that that is certainly not possible this week because of other 
priorities of the government. I said to the member for Alfred Cove that it is not reasonable to bring in a motion 
one day and expect the government to allow time the following day to deal with it. I should say that a 
recommendation about sitting times was put to the house by a previous Procedure and Privileges Committee�I 
think it was about six years ago. I was certainly on that committee at the time. The present sitting hours are the 
ones that came forward. Some members would prefer to start a little later on a Thursday�rather than nine 
o�clock, perhaps 9.30 or 10.00 am. That has been put to me many times. Some people have suggested that 
perhaps we could sit a little earlier on a Wednesday to make up for an hour on Thursday. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: What happens if there are committees? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not suggesting for one moment, member for Armadale, that we sit at nine or 
10 o�clock on a Wednesday. I am suggesting that we really need to look at this issue in the calm light of day. I 
am happy to talk about it with the manager of opposition business. It is a matter that I would have to take to 
cabinet for its consideration. I am sure that it is a matter that the manager of opposition business would need to 
take to his caucus to see what its views were on sitting hours. It is imperative that we sit enough hours to pass the 
legislation. However, I will give the member for Alfred Cove an assurance. 

I am sorry; for everybody�s benefit, I indicate that somebody just fell over in the back of the chamber, but he is 
all right. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: He fell asleep listening to you. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I thought it was the member for Armadale who was snoring. I am sorry. It was somebody 
else, was it? Goodness me. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We must not have any humour in this place. We get into trouble if we do that. 

I give an assurance to the member for Alfred Cove that I will take seriously her request. I am happy to sit down 
with her privately outside the chamber and look to see whether there is any room for accommodation of her 
request. However, as a Legislative Assembly, we must go through the normal process of both sides of the house 
considering this matter in detail. I do not think the answer is to send it straight to the Procedure and Privileges 
Committee, because that was done six years ago. If there is any change of heart now, it needs to come from 
within the chamber and not from the Procedure and Privileges Committee. Quite frankly, I think it has enough 
work to do. As I understand it, it has a lot of very important work to do, and it should be doing that. I think 
sitting hours are a matter for the chamber. I am certain that we will debate it, but we will have to choose the right 
time. 

Question put and passed. 
 


